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September 9, 2015 
 
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE TORRANCE CABLE TELEVISION ADVISORY 
BOARD. 
 
1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER: 
 
 The Torrance Cable Television Advisory Board convened in a regular meeting on Wednesday,  

September 9, 2015, at 7:00 p.m. in the Multipurpose Room located in the Stanley E. 
Remelmeyer Telecommunications Center.  

 
2. ROLL CALL: 
 

Present: Commissioners De Rago (7:01), Feliz, Kellogg, Kosidlak, Sanchez, and 
Chairwoman Brennan 

 
Also Present: Cindy Hibbard, Secretary 
 Don Fefie, TCtv Coordinator  
 Michael D. Smith, Cable & Community Relations Manager 
 
Excused: Gow  
 
Absent: None  

 
 
3. FLAG SALUTE: 
 

The salute to the flag of the United States of America was led by Commissioner Sanchez. 
 
4. MOTION TO ACCEPT AND FILE REPORT ON POSTING OF AGENDA: 
 
MOTION: Commissioner Feliz moved to accept and file the report of the City Clerk on 

posting of the agenda for this meeting.  This motion seconded by Commissioner 
Sanchez, carried with an aye vote. 

 

Roll Call Yea: De Rago  Feliz   Gow  Kellogg  Kosidlak  Sanchez  Brennan  
Roll Call Nay: De Rago  Feliz  Gow  Kellogg  Kosidlak  Sanchez  Brennan  
MOTION PASSED 6/0 

 

5. ANNOUNCEMENT OF WITHDRAWN OR DEFERRED ITEMS - NONE 
 
6. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
 

July 8, 2015 
 

AMENDMENT: add … moved to “accept” to motion, E1. 
 

6 
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MOTION: Commissioner Kosidlak moved to approve the minutes of July 8, 2015 as 
amended, motion seconded by Commissioner Feliz.   

 

Roll Call Yea: De Rago  Feliz   Gow  Kellogg  Kosidlak  Sanchez  Brennan  
Roll Call Nay: De Rago  Feliz  Gow  Kellogg  Kosidlak  Sanchez  Brennan  
MOTION PASSED 6/0 

 
7. SCHEDULED BUSINESS: 
 

A) Community Matters – NONE 
 
B) Committee Reports 

1) Producer Incentive – NONE 
2) TCtv Awards and Open House 

a) July 14, 2015 
b) July 23, 2015 
c) August 12, 2015 

 
MOTION: Commissioner Feliz moved to approve the minutes of July 14, 23, and 

August 12, 2015, motion seconded by Commissioner Kosidlak.   
 

Roll Call Yea: De Rago  Feliz   Gow  Kellogg  Kosidlak  Sanchez  Brennan  
Roll Call Nay: De Rago  Feliz  Gow  Kellogg  Kosidlak  Sanchez  Brennan  
MOTION PASSED 6/0 

 
3) Operating Policies and Procedures – NONE 
 

C) Report of the Community Television Center  
 
August, 2015 – Coordinator Fefie provided an overview of the facility usage 
highlighting, 07 original shows were produced and 11 shows were bicycled.  There was 
151 hours of post-production used. The HD studio showed a usage of 26 hours. There 
was 152 hours of HD field camera usage.  He also mentioned one resident attended the 
New Users Orientation Session along with Producer Education Series” sessions: 
“Camera Shots and Framing”, with 05 in attendance; “Camera Moves for  Live Music”, 
with 04 in attendance; “Field Shoot from Start to Finish”, with 11 in attendance.  Finally, 
he discussed the Board hosted the “Monthly Producer Get Together:  Back to TCtv 
BBQ”, with 52 attendees. 

 

Brief discussion followed. 
 

MOTION: Commissioner De Rago moved to accept the Torrance Community Television 
Center Reports for August 2015.  This motion seconded by Commissioner Feliz. 

 

Roll Call Yea: De Rago  Feliz   Gow  Kellogg  Kosidlak  Sanchez  Brennan  
Roll Call Nay: De Rago  Feliz  Gow  Kellogg  Kosidlak  Sanchez  Brennan  
MOTION PASSED 6/0 

 

D) Report of Legislative and Cable Related Activities  
 
Manager Smith summarized the following:   
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The Federal Communications Commission is taking steps toward starting the "shot 
clock" on its review of the proposed merger between Time Warner Cable and Charter 
Communications.  The agency approved an item protecting the companies' confidential 
information during the review, it will allow the commission to start the 180-day period for 
reviewing the transaction. 
 
The long, strange trip of consolidation in the cable industry has produced a handful of 
mega cable operators -- and very few other players of note. Today, Comcast, Time 
Warner Cable, Charter, Cox and Cablevision control a major chunk of the cable industry 
in the United States.  During the past 10 years, these five carriers have consumed a 
wide range of smaller, and regional carriers. 
 
In a 21-page decision filed, federal Judge Michael Fitzgerald rejected Inglewood’s 
argument that six online videos created by Joseph Teixeira violate the copyright of the 
council meeting. He noted that California law bars cities from claiming ownership of 
council videos.  The judge granted Teixeira’s motion to dismiss, leaving no possibility for 
the city to revise and refile the case in district court.  Dan Laidman, Teixeira’s lawyer, 
said he is planning to seek recovery of fees for his services. 
The judge struck down the city’s request for attorney's fees in the decision. 
 
The National Association of Telecommunications Officers and Advisors (NATOA) and 
the National Association of Broadcasters (NAB)—along with a local franchise authority 
in Minnesota—filed the suit, saying the FCC decision that cable operators are subject to 
effective competition unless proved otherwise was "arbitrary, capricious, an abuse of 
discretion." The suit was filed in the U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit, which 
has primary jurisdiction over FCC decisions. 
 
CBS Corp. will offer unauthenticated streaming access to two NFL regular season 
games this season, taking the pay-TV ecosystem's most expensive programming asset 
over the top.  The announcement expands on CBS' already announced plans to stream 
the AFC Conference playoffs, as well as the Super Bowl.  
 
Taking more direct aim at competitors such as Netflix and Amazon, Hulu has introduced 
a commercial-free plan starting at $11.99 per month, an offering that is $4 more per 
month than its ad-based subscription service.   Hulu said current subs will stay on their 
current subscription plan, which runs $7.99 per month, but will have the option to move 
to the more expensive ad-free offering. 
 
Americans constantly tell surveys that they will cut the cord, but many wind up spending 
more on their rag-tag collection of digital subscriptions. And consumers are expressing 
their frustration with cable bills and, at least, threatening to move to online viewing 
instead. Some 8.2% of consumers with pay TV decided to cut the cable TV cord or 
satellite television over the last 12 months, up from 6.9% the year before.  MarketWatch 
added up some of the most popular monthly subscription bills — which excluded the 
cost of Wi-Fi — and they came to $156.  The average cable bill is roughly $112 per 
month, including Internet and telephone, according to research firm SNL Kagan. 
 
Amazon said it is the first SVOD streaming service to offer a download option for iOS 
and Android devices that enables subs to view movies and TV shows while they are 



AMENDED 10/14/15 

 

offline.   Netflix’s direct of corporate communications and technology, told TechRadar 
late last year that “It’s never going to happen,” when asked if the service was 
considering an offline viewing capability.    
 
Brief discussion followed. 
 

MOTION: Commissioner Feliz moved to accept the Legislative and Cable Related Report for 
August 2015.  This motion seconded by Commissioner De Rago. 

 

Roll Call Yea: De Rago  Feliz   Gow  Kellogg  Kosidlak  Sanchez  Brennan  
Roll Call Nay: De Rago  Feliz  Gow  Kellogg  Kosidlak  Sanchez  Brennan  
MOTION PASSED 6/0 

 
E) Old Business 

1) A recommendation from the Cable & Community Relations Manager that 
the Cable Television Advisory Board consider status report for the TCtv 
Open House October 10, 2015. 

 

Discussion of items already completed along with a suggestions of advertising at 
ECC journalism classes, South Bay Magazine, and others. The Commission also 
suggested an exit survey of attendees and for Commissioners have access to 
the invitation post cards as soon as they’re available.  Commissioner De Rago 
suggested an opportunity draw item as an incentive to attend such as a HD flat 
screen television.  He indicated he would pursue a donation, Commissioner 
Sanchez indicated she would seek a donation from local business.  Each 
Commissioner indicated the times they would attend:   

 

Open House Attendance: De Rago 10-12 Feliz 10-3 Gow 10-12 Kellogg 10-3  
 Kosidlak 10-11/2-3 Sanchez 12-3 Brennan 10-3 

 
MOTION: Commissioner Feliz moved to accept the Open House Report for June 2015.  This 

motion seconded by Commissioner De Rago. 
 

Roll Call Yea: De Rago  Feliz   Gow  Kellogg  Kosidlak  Sanchez  Brennan  
Roll Call Nay: De Rago  Feliz  Gow  Kellogg  Kosidlak  Sanchez  Brennan  
MOTION PASSED 6/0 

 
F) New Business - NONE 

 
8. ADDENDUM MATTERS - NONE 
 
9. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 

A) Manager Smith discussed the upcoming Open Mic Night and asked Commissioners to 
identify which day/times they would be available to host the four candidates for School 
Board seats.   

B) Commissioner De Rago discussed an idea about getting a group of producers together 
to creating a show in a day. 

C) Commissioner Kellogg inquired if there was any luck in getting Ted Lange or to make an 
appearance at the Open House. 

10. Chairwoman Brennan stated she asked a councilperson if a commissioner could serve on a 
board committee.  She said it was relayed to her that the city attorney said the chair could.  
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Staff affirmed that the chair is an ex-officio of all committees and could serve of any committee 
when all three are not present.  However, attending a committee meeting as a resident gives 
an appearance of the board having a quorum.   

 
11. ADJOURNMENT: 

Chairwoman Brennan adjourned the meeting of July 8, 2015 at 8:45 p.m., to reconvene on 
October 14, 2015, Wednesday, at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Roll Call Yea: De Rago  Feliz   Gow  Kellogg  Kosidlak  Sanchez  Brennan  
Roll Call Nay: De Rago  Feliz  Gow  Kellogg  Kosidlak  Sanchez  Brennan  
MOTION PASSED 6/0 

 

 Respectfully submitted, 

 
 Michael D. Smith 
 Cable & Community Relations Manager 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Roll Call: De Rago  Feliz  Gow  Kellogg  Kosidlak   Sanchez   Brennan  


